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Models help us learn about 

the way the world works 



State and Transition Models:  A 

Road Map to Ecological Change 



STMs also help 

us learn 

ÅTacit Ą explicit 

knowledge  

ÅStore our current 

understanding of 

vegetation 

dynamics 

ÅAllow it to be 

updated as we 

learn more 

Adaptive Management Cycle 

Grantham et al. 2010 Front. Ecol. Environment 



Study Area:  Elkhead Watershed, 

northwestern Colorado 



A Patchwork of Ecological Sites 

Mountain Loam 

Claypan 


