Questions/Changes on JER Permanent Quadrat data sets
prepared for Darren James by John Anderson on 5/22/2012

jer_perm_quad_density.csv (JER Permanent Quadrat plant density dataset)

1. [bookmark: _GoBack]No month given for 1995 measurements. Anyway to find this out?? 
2. scientific_name & USDA_code fields (all changes to USDA_code are based on valid codes within the USDA Plants Database)
a. Under USDA_code
i. Changed “.” to “2PLANT” when common_name = unidentified plant. 
ii. Changed “.” or <blank> to 2FORB when common_name = unidentified forb
iii. Changed “.” to “2BARE” when scientific_name = “Bare ground”. 
iv. Changed “.” to “2GRAM” when scientific_name = “Unknown grass”. 
v. Changed “2FORB” to “2FA” when common_name = “Unidentified annual forb”
vi. Changed “2GRAM” to “2GA” when common_name = “Unidentified annual grass”
vii. Changed “2FORB” to “2FP” when common_name = “Unidentified perennial forb”
b. Under scientific_name
i. Changed “Unknown” to “Unknown forb” when common_name = unidentified forb.
ii. Changed to “Unknown perennial forb” when common_name = Unidentified perennial forb
iii. Changed to “Unknown annual forb” when common_name = Unidentified annual forb
iv. Changed to “Unknown forb” when common_name = unidentified forb
v. Changed to “Unknown plant” when common_name = unidentified plant
vi. Changed to “Unknown annual grass” when common_name = unidentified annual grass
vii. Changed “Cactus” to “Cactaceae family”
viii. Changed all “spp.” to “species”
c. Under common_name, 
i. changed proper case “Unidentified…” to lowercase to be consistent with other names.
3. form field
a. Suggested changes
i. “F” to “forb”
ii. “G” to “grass”
iii. Shrub to shrub
iv. Subshrub to subshrub
4. count field
a. Changed variable name from “count” to “density”, where density = number of plants per square meter
5. I changed column order: moved USDA_code before scientific_name to match jer_per_quad_cover.csv dataset.

jer_per_quad_cover.csv dataset changes
1. Under scientific_name, 
a. change “Unknown” to Unknown forb” when common_name=unidentified forb
b. Changed all “spp.” to “species”
2. Under USDA_Code, 
a. Changed to “2BARE” for bare ground
b. Changed to “2FORB” for unknown forb

File: Questions on density.docx	1 of 2	Print: 5/22/2012 15:04 
